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y THIRTY EIGHTH CONVOCATION - June 4th,1924. ee: 


RECTOR'S REPORT (Rev... J. MacMahon,S.J.) 


Tonight for the first time in thirty-eight years we are proud 
and happy to receive our visitors to Convocation under our own 
vine and fig-tree. The Auditorium, that we have so ardently longed 
for and prayed for all these years, is, thanks be to God, a reality 
at last; and it is with a sense of very real pleasure that Loyola 
welcomes its faithful alumni and loyal friends within its walls. 

I assure you we value highly these rare opportunities of more formal 
meetings with those whose support and encouragement mean so much to us. 

Never, I venture to say, since the College was founded, have we 
stood in such need of support and encouragement as at present. 
During the past year we were made to feel very definitely the effects 
of the economic crisis from which the whole world has suffered for 
the last four years. There has been a further decrease in the 
numbers attending the High School, but, to compensate for this 
we have had a higher registration in the College course than ever 
before. 

Another consoling feature is the very satisfactory results of 
the examinations in the College course. Eight of the nineteen grad- 
uates secured honours, three first e¢lass and- five second class. 
These results bear witness, I think, to the greater studiousness 
that is beginning to be common in most of our college students. 

And here it’is a pleasure for me to pay public homage to the 


competent and devoted Staff, lay and clerical, whose days are 
devoted without stint to the welfare of the student-body. 
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Among the extra-curricular activities of college life special _ 
mention must be made of Our Lady's Sodality, - an organization 
centuries old in all Jesuit colleges, in fact the Sodality first 
saw the light in the Roman College in 1563. The weekly attendance 
this year has been unusually good, and the sodalists, as is to be 
expected, were especially prominent in studies, athletics and all 
student activities. They also contributed 350.00 for Our Lady's 
statue, the Sodality'’s gift to the new chapel. 


Our public debaters were not so successful as in the last two 
years, though their work was far from discouraging. One of the 


debates drew the largest audience we have ever had. In this 
connection it is not without significance that the four who debated 
in the final of the Montreal Debating League were all alumni of 
Loyola, although the clubs they represented have no connection 
with the College. In the Elocution Contest sponsored by seo sna 
league Loyola was well represented: of the seven contestants one 
was a student and three others alumni of the College. First and 
second places were won by Old Boys. 

In the Jesuit system of education the drama has ever held an 
important place, but our efforts in this line have been sadly 
hampered hitherto for the want of a suitable auditorium. That 
obstacle having been at last removed we have every reason to hope 
that our students will achieve the same success on the stage as 
they have already achieved on the public platform. Last December 
they produced "Journey's End", a difficult work to attempt, yet 
the result was in every way satisfactory./This first play in 


the new auditorium set a high standard, but we have every reason 


hy 
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to hope that future efforts will be no less successful. 

In the realm of Sport our Intermediate and Junior Football 
teams won the Provincial Inter-collegiate championships and played 
off for the Dominion titles,- unsuccessfully, however, though they 
quit themselves like men. 

After a lapse of several years boxing was taken up seriously 
under thehirestion of Major Murtagh and a very successful 
tournament was held. 

At our Field-day this year no fewer than 130 students took part, 
and three College records, one of nineteen years standing, were 
broken. 

The annual review of our C.0.7.C. Contingent was a most gratify- 
ing spectacle and elicited high praise from the distinguished 
inspecting officer, Brig-General Gibsone. | 

Twelve candidates took the examinations of the Imperial War 
Office, London, and eight successfully qualified as lieutenants. 
This percentage of passes is in reality higher than appears at 
first sight. The examinations this year were particularly 
sagesoune ee tch Wad of the C.0.7.C. passed only 
50% of eee candidates. 

To Major O’Brien, 0.C., Captain Long and Serg.-Major Cavan 
I wish to express here our deep appreciation of all they have 
done for our young men. , 

From its very inception our Contingent of the C.0.T.C. has had 
as commanding officers gentlemen chosen from the Irish-Canadian 
Rangers. The first was Major McCrory, then Major Reynolds, and 
now Major O'Brien. The truly paternal interest taken by these 
officers and by the Rangers as a whole in our young contingent 


had a fitting and touching culmination in the laying up of the 
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regimental colours in our new chapel on Armistice Day before a 
large and distinguished gathering. On the same occasion the 
beautiful Canadian Martyrs' window, the gift of the Irish Canadian 
Rangers in memory of their fallen comrades, was unveiled and blessed. 

The Loyola Old Boys’ Association has had a successful year under 
the presidency of Dr.Brannen. We congratulate Mr John King, "16 
on being again elected President of the Association and we found 
great hopes in the splendid executive with which he is surrounded. 

As was to be expected the Old Boys were not slow to avail them- 
selves of the opportunities afforded by the new auditorium, and 
staged.two performances of "Sure Fire” to large audiences. Their 
efforts won for them high praise from competent critics. We hope 
soon to see them in competition for the Bessborough Trophy. 

In the course of the past year five of our 01d Boys, Paul 
Brennan, James McGarry, Henry Smeaton and Arthur Wilson, all of 
the Society of Jesus, were raised to the Holy Priesthood. To these 
young levites Loyola offers her maternal congratulations and - 
hearty wishes “ad multos annos.” | 

Our former graduates at the universities continue to give such 
a good account of themselves that I must make some reference here 
to the most outstanding successes. At McGill University,Mr Timothy 
Slattery in his final year of Law obtained First Class Honours in 
every subject and first place in every subject except one. de also 
won the Macdonald travelling scholarship, the Elizabeth Torrance 
gold medal for highest standing, the Montreal Bar Association prize 
for commercial law, and the Junior Bar Association prize for civil 
procedure. In the same year Mr William McQuillan obtained First 
Class Honours in one subject and Second Class in all others. 


In second year Mr Hemens was third in general standing and obtained 
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First Class Honours in two subjects ans Second Class Honours 
in three. In Medicine, Mr Arthur C.Corcoran qualified for his 
degree and obtained high standing in Medicine. : 

At the University of Montreal Mr Jacques Bourgeois passed 
"avec grande distinction". 

To our benefactors of the past year we offer our heart felt 
thanks: to the Irish-Canadian Rangers for the Canadian Martyrs! 
window I already mentioned; to Mrs J.“.Foran for Our Lady's 
wind ow intnenorg of her late husband, the much lamented Dr.J.XK. 
Foran; to lr. and Mrs Noah Timmins and their sons for a superb 
Monstrance for our New Chapel; to Mr Paul Haynes, William Tigh Auk 


and, Kierans for coaching our students, and to the many kind 


Git Poriuyy2tienis who contributed so generouslym to our prize-fund. 
hay’ Mw y, My closing words are to the graduates of 1934. I exhort them 


to lay up in mind and heart the solemn words of advice given 
this morning by Fr.Thomas Bracken, Pastor of St.Thomas Aquinas, 
in the baccalaureate paved! They may rest assured that wie best 
wishes and our earnest prayers accompany them on the path which 


lies before them. May God bless them and prosper them in all 


their ways. 


